Dear Ms Mercherhill, 

Here are my responses to the committee's concerns about my proposed freshman seminar:

a. Provide more detail regarding 2 page reports – when they are due, what the topic is:

Response: In each report, students will be asked to discuss how the "texts" covered in class within a specified class period addresses one of the main seminar rubrics: beginning, middle, or end. In other words, how does the island location enable storytelling and what kinds of story does it enable? Doesn't the beginning of a story, for example, has a past?

b. Suggested that one week be devoted to Columbus and one to Defoe rather than two each. 

Response: Defoe (for fiction) and Columbus (for political and economic adventure) are very, very important figures in stories of islands in the modern era. So also is Captain Cook. Because I am hesitant to make the course into a "buffet" seminar. I would like to retain the proposed outline.

c. How will discussion be stimulated? Exactly how do the students participate? Will students be given prompts/questions to think about while reading? 

Response: Yes, I will give reading prompts for each set of reading and viewing. I intend to use Carmen web course management tool for continuing discussions beyond the classroom.

d. What will be in the course packet? 

Response: (i) "primary" readings from Defoe and Columbus; (ii) short "secondary" introductory readings on plotting; (iii) excerpts from academic reviews of "Castaway" and "Lost;" (iv) visual images of island vacation spots. 

e. Is there a more modern reading that can be used to show the contrast between perception and reality? (for example, in studying the Pacific one could use Blue Latitudes which compares how the explorers described the islands to how current residents think about the past) 

Response: I am not familiar with  the argument of Blue Latitudes. If the committee insists on including a more "native" critical reading and writing of islands, I will use excerpts Derek Walcott's long poem, "Crusoe's Island." 


-- 
Adélékè Adéẹ̀kọ́
IF THE NEEDLE COULD REALLY SEW, IT WOULD HAVE NO HOLE ON ITS BACK!
A Ghanaian Proverb 

